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PENGUIN CLASS DINGHY ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS—CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

AUGUST 19-22, 1953

Ralph V. Bradley
Charles R. Strausburg
Don L. Adams

Wm. Seamann, 111
Martin Bludworth

Tommy Carroll
Mo-Too _______ S Charles A. Rook
One Too Many

Minor Pemo. .-~ > . . . . .
Roger K. Brown

Ted Leighton-Herrmann
Robert M. Potter
William Brix

Ted N. Steffen

Ernst J. Rohde

William Fraser

Eldon Bolton

Warren L. Bohner
Lloyd Gorsiski

Catherine Graf

Little Lady

Fandango

Sarasota, Florida

Home Port

Peoria, Illirois
Baltimore, Maryland
San Diego, California
New Orleans, Louisiana
Houston, Texas
Chicago, Illinois
Chicago, Illinois

San Marino, California
Chicago, Illinois

Silver Spring, Maryland
Chicago, 1llinois
Houston, Texas

New Orlean, Louisiana
Red Bank, New Jersey
Baltimore, Maryland
Old Mission, Michigan
Chicago, Illinois
Hampton, Virginia
Peoria, Illinois
Racine, Wisconsin
Biloxi, Mississippi
Peoria, Illinois
Racine, Wisconsin

Baltimore, Maryland



S

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTION

1. A sum of up to $500 was voted for procurement of film and photographic
services to initiate a Penguin film library.
2. Honorary Membership voted to Mr. Ralph Youngs. '
3. It was voted to limit legal sail material to those materials presen_tly in
use, for a two year period ending the evening of the Annual Meeting in
1956. Specific materials are:
Cotton (Domestic and Foreign)
Nylon
Orlon (Acrylic Fiber)
Dacron (Polyester Fiber)

1953—PENGUIN NATIONALS—CHICAGO
August 19th to 22nd

Columbia Yacht Club, Chicago, Illinois was host for the 1953-Nationals
under the rotation system. Twenty-five boals were present representing fifteen
fleets. From the east, Potomac, Washington, D. C.; Baltimore, Maryland;
Hampton, Virginia; Monmouth, New Jersey; from the west coast: Bal?)oa,
California; Mission Bay, California; from the Gulf Coas't: Saras.ofa, Florida;
Biloxi, Mississippi; Houston, Texas; Lake Pontchartral'n, LOUIS'lana; .fr?m
the Great Lakes: Racine, Wisconsin; Columbia, Illinois; Peoria, Illinois;
Old Mission, Michigan; Peoria Ivy, Illinois. ' b

Some of the entrants had considerable trouble measuring sal}s in and
there were no doubt a few sails soaking in bathtubs around Chicago but
everyone was ready Thursday morning.

The first race was a triangular course twice around. Th.e weather was
perfect except that perhaps a few of the skippers would haYe liked something
a little heavier than the moderately light wind that prevailed. T.he leeward
end of the line was favored at the start. Ralph Bradley of Peoria Ivy was
first boat around the weather mark, Bob Smith of Columbia was second,
with Sig Nelson, Columbia, third. Nelson went into the lead on the re.ach
to the second mark and Adams moved into second place. On the next wind-
ward leg a pufl set in Northerly and stronger. Cl}arles Strausburg from
Baltimore came up on this leg and Nelson and Smlth dropped ba?k. Ted
Steffen from Hampton, Virginia improved his position. 'By the time .the
seccnd weather mark was reached the first four boats were in a commanding
position. Bradley, first; Strausburg, second; Adams, third an_d Steffen, fourth.

The second race on Thursday afternoon, another triangular course,
brought out the strongest breeze of the entire series. Bradley started at the
windward end of the line as did Fran Byrne, Columbia and both got clear
wind at once. At the first mark it was Bradley, Strausburg, Byrne, Leighton-
Herrmann, Baltimore, Wirt Gill, Potomac. At the second mark Strausburg
went ahead of Bradley and was never headed again. He won by a large
margin. Bradley held second place. Smith who was eigh‘th at the first
windward mark improved his position steadily on every windward leg to
take third from Byrne.

74

On Thursday night Chicago Yacht Club was host to the Penguin Sailors
on their beautiful terrace. Everything was just what they had ordered from
the weather to the Martinis and Manhattans.

Third race on Friday morning was a windward-leeward course and the
wind was light and fluky. The weather end of the line was favored at the
start. Bradley was again clear at the start, Adams, Rohde, and Smith held
starboard tack until almost laying the mark. Bradley was first around the
mark followed by Adams, Rohde, Peoria, Ilinois, Smith and Martin Blud-
worth, Houston, Texas. On the second leg Adams passed Bradley. Some of
the spectators were a little bewildered when Bradley went off the course on
this leg at a 90 degree angle in order to pass through the starting line.
However, Bradley was still second at the mark, Rohde third and Smith was
fourth. Adams was never headed again, Bradley held second and Smith
came up on the beat to take third from Rohde.

The fourth race on Friday afternoon was another windward-leeward
course with the breeze increasing from light and fluky to fairly steady. The
starting line was pretty fair. At the first mark it was Smith, Tommy Carroll,
Columbia, Bradley, Steffen, Leighton-Herrmann, and Strausburg. Smith was
never headed. At the second mark it was Bradley, second, Carroll, third,
Leighton-Herrmann and Strausburg. Tt was still Bradley in second place at
the third mark with Strausburg third. Young Bill Seemann III from Lake
Pontchartrain, Louisiana, moved into fourth position. Strausburg passed
Bradley on the second leeward leg to finish second with Bradley third, Sea-
mann fourth and Adams fifth.

On Friday night the usual Annual Meeting was held with much dis-
cussion and had to be interrupted at ten o’clock to see the pictures of the
races on television that had been taken that day.

The fifth and last race on Saturday morning was a triangular course
with a light wind but not as light as Friday morning. Adams took two
tacks and was first around the first mark, Bradley, second and Strausburg,
third. Seamann moved into fourth and stayed there all the way. Adams
wound up first, Strausburg, second, and Bradley, third.

On Saturday night the Winners’ Dinner was held, followed by a dance.

There were two new trophies awarded for the first time this year. Dr.
Charles Glasser presented a trophy to be known as the Cardi-All Trophy.
This is a permanent trophy and is to be awarded to the skipper under cighteen
who has the greatest number of points in the Nationals. This year it was
won by Bill Seamann 111 of the Lake Pontchartrain Fleet, thirteen years old,
who with his crew Leonard Isachs, another old man of fourteen, finished
fourth.

The Israel Trophy for the lady skipper having the greatest number of
points in the Nationals was won by Catherine Graff of the Baltimore,
Maryland fleet.

Roger Brown won the President’s First Challenge Trophy and Don
Adams the Greatest Distance Trophy.

From the results you can see who took home the greatest amount of
the rest of the hardware.

~—MARGARET T. SENNOTT,
Secretary (1953)
L P. C. D. A,




